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A Special Year 1918 -2018 

An uplifting story - here is something just a bit special. It is a few months 

old now but, I wanted to share it with you. Jim Robinson Addingham 

So, here we go…..a couple of years ago we locally decided we must do 

something meaningful and lasting to commemorate the 100th anniversary 

of the First World War.  Whilst conducting extensive research into the 

Great War and its impact on our Village, one of our members discovered 

that there were the names of 17 Addingham servicemen missing from the 

WW1 role of honour on our Village War Memorial. We needed to put that 

right and with 2018 being the 100 year anniversary of the end of the war 

we thought it very poignant to record the names of these men alongside 

their fallen comrades. We commissioned a special bronze plaque listing 

the 17 names, to be installed alongside the existing plaque of names. We 

were careful to ensure that the new plaque would ‘complement’ the 

existing one. As you can see from the photo it’s a bit special…..   

We then had to set about planning an unveiling event and firstly we put out a call for family members 

of the 17 Servicemen to come forward and take part in our special event. Unfortunately, we didn’t 

hear anything. 

Not to be put off, we secured the services of a local WW2 veteran Stan 

Hall who is 99 years old to do the honours and unveil the plaque and 

what a great job he did. Here is a super photo of Stan after the 

unveiling.   

We invited all the Village 

youth organisations to get 

involved and they turned 

out in force. 17 of them did 

a short reading giving the 

background and details of 

each Servicemen, this was 

followed up with a candlelit (17 candles) parade 

immediately before the ceremony. The photo is of a 

section of the crowd gathered at the War Memorial.   

Subsequently the big crowd moved into our Memorial Hall 

to listen to the readings and presentations. 

What a truly wonderful and moving day and we really think we did those men proud.  

 

We believe this exemplifies events that took place on November 11 last year throughout the Valley 

and across the country as a whole. 



Scouting in Wharfedale continues to thrive:  

Although numbers of young people on the census were slightly down on last year 932 (-10), Ilkley 

Christchurch, after much hard work recruiting leaders, have completed the group by starting a scout 

section. I would like to thank Judith and Peter for all their work over the years – let’s hit the 1000 

young people next year. 

Burley have completed the build on their new headquarters building, however they continue to raise 

funds to enable them complete external work and to comply with a new and unexpected planning 

regulation requiring them to collect rain water runoff from the carpark area to mitigate against 

flooding. 

There are many people behind the scenes without whom the District could not function, Elizabeth and 

the appointments committee members continue to work hard to ensure that new leaders are 

processed as quickly as possible, once the necessary paperwork has been submitted, and Charlotte 

who ensures that ‘getting started’ courses are available so that new leaders are supported and trained 

in the basics at the earliest opportunity. 

I thank all the leaders who have left the District for their many years of service to the movement -

we’ve even managed to recycle some of them into a different roles.  

A number of leaders received awards for good service in 2018/19. Amongst them was Roger Parker 

who received a Silver Acorn.  

The District Executive Committee continues to serve Scouting in Wharfedale perhaps sometimes 

without the recognition they deserve, this year we are losing one of the stalwarts Graham Peacock, 

who if compass is to be believed has served as District Sec since 2001 (I’m sure Graham will correct me 

if compass is incorrect as his records are probably more reliable!) – he hopes to continue in another 

less taxing role. We are also saying goodbye to Mark Wood District treasurer thanks to you both I 

hope that your replacements can live up to your high standards. Our thanks to Mike and the rest of 

the Exec for steering the District in the right direction.  

St George’s Day Parade returned to its normal format, showing 

the strength of scouting to the general public, this would not 

have been possible without the efforts of Alan and the newly 

established road closure team. 

As many will be aware the 24th World Scout Jamboree is taking 

place this summer in the US with Wharfedale been represented 

by 4 youth members and 2 adults (Paul Jennings contingent 

leader, Roger Bannister IST). We look forward to hearing about 

your experiences when you return and hope that all the 

fundraising was worth it. 

None of this Scouting would be possible without all the adult 

volunteers who devotedly put on fantastic programmes, help 

with administration and provide such excellent leadership for Scouting in Wharfedale District. Thank 

you so much for everyone who helps to make Scouting in Wharfedale what it is.  Dom and Alan 



Beaver Report 2018-19 

Unfortunately I have not had the best of health this year, so I have not been able to visit many 

colonies. 

The District Beaver Colonies are very healthy and most have had an increase in numbers. We were 

sorry to lose Tina and Jan from Otley Methodist who have stepped down after many years of great 

service. Tina as offered to help at the Beaver Funday in June so we look forward to working with her 

again. Welcome back to Simon Quin who as returned as a Beaver Leader with 2nd Otley. 

Last year’s Funday and sleepover was great with a Pirate theme and wonderful weather. 

The pictures below show just that! 

        

       

We are very much looking forward to our 2019 Beaver Funday and sleepover at Curly Hill in a couple 

of days time. The weather I ordered as come good again! (I am writing this two days before the event 

with a great forecast so I am confident the sun will shine)  

I would like to thank all the District Beaver Leaders new and old for the 

great work they are doing. 

I must also thank Judith (My ‘Swiss Army Wife’!!) who has kept me going 
through a very difficult period. 

Pete Dickinson ADC Beavers  

 



Wharfedale District Report 2018-2019 

Another action-packed year for the fourteen Wharfedale Cub Packs; District events have 

included: cooking competition, quiz, swimming gala, five-a-side competition, Activity Evening 

and Sports Day.  

Many of these events have been supported by the Lionhearts team, with whom we work 

closely. 

2nd Otley Tuesday Pack represented the 

District at the County Cooking 

Competition at Curly Hill. 

Our fantastic team of leaders have run 

amazingly creative programmes at 

meetings, and Cubs have achieved a 

variety of Challenge and Activity badges. 

Many Cubs gained their Chief Scout Silver 

Award this year.  

Packs have also supported events in their local communities as well as charities both close to 

home and world-wide. These have been meaningful to the young people, for an example, one 

group had Cubs doing chores at home to raise money for a local donkey sanctuary which they 

then visited. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alison Duckmanton ADC Cubs 



      

WHARFDALE EXPLORER SCOUTS 2018-19 

It has been a good year for Explorer Scouting in the District with all four units 

running successfully. 

Not long after last year’s AGM the Explorers had a district fun evening at Reva. 

Unfortunately the wind dropped but they all managed to get on the water. As 

they came in from the water there were burgers and hot dogs on the BBQ. All 

had great fun and we are looking forward to this year’s event.  

      

 

After Christmas the District all went to 

The Cube, ice skating in Millennium square. 

Over 40 explorers invaded the rink and as 

usual this proved to be a very popular event.  

        

 

Menston have enjoyed several evenings of board 

games (Pandemic, Risk, the Ticket to Ride & 



Catan). They have been night-time orienteering with the Aire Orienteers, night-

time and evening mountain biking and hiking. They plan a weekend away in the 

Lakes at Great Tower soon. 

Otley Explorers have met at three different places during the year, using 2nd 

Otley, Otley Parish and Otley Bridge meeting places. They have cooked, played 

wide games on the Chevin, played bake-off, visited the driving range and taken 

part in quizzes and photo quizzes round Otley. They are planning a camp in 

August. 

Ilkley Unit have also had a varied program with games, baking, quizzes, a trip to 

Hag Dyke, wide games on Ilkley Moor and cooking challenges, They are also going 

to camp in July. 

Burley Explorers have also done many activities from taking part in Tough Mudder 

to baking, quizzes and weekends away camping in the Dales and North York 

Moors. 

Many or our young people have been gaining badges, completing sections of their 

Duke of Edinburgh award including preparation and planning for their expeditions. 

The enthusiasm and hard work given by all our leaders should be recognised and I 

would like thank all of them for their great efforts to develop Explorer Scouting 

in Wharfedale  

Pam Newman    District Explorer Scout Commissioner  

 

 

Wharfedale has a District Network Unit but needs some members who would like to 

meet and take part in a varied program of activities. Any member with an age 

between 18 and 25 years who would like to meet and have fun with other young 

adults should get in touch with me at  

network@wharfedalescouts.org.uk  

Pam Newman   Network Leader 

mailto:network@wharfedalescouts.org.uk


Wharfedale Scout Sailing Centre (WSSC) Reva 2018/19 

Based at REVA Reservoir   Annual Report   June 2019 

 
 

 

July 2018  Completed 17 Water Activity Sessions. 420 
young people taken afloat. 

  

420 

August  Over 750 Hours on the Water for Scouts and 
Guides during the season. 750 

September  Passed annual RYA (Royal Yachting Association) 
Inspection. Certified to run RYA courses for 
another year. 

 
October  Extended slipway during Outdoor Working Day 

 Started 12 month fundraising initiative with the 
Co-Op 

Co-Op 

November  Professionally Re-Rendered 2 sides of Club 
House 

 Bonfire and Pie and Pea Super 
 

December  Considered rebranding WSSC. Set up new Web 
Pages. Check www.RevaScouts.co.uk  

 GDPR policy implemented 
 

 
 

RevaScout 

http://www.revascouts.co.uk/


January 
2019 

 RYA first Aid Course ran.  

 “Christmas Meal” for 25 at the Mid-Point 
Aagrah 

 Set up a WhatsApp group to improve 
communication 

 

 

February  Instructor checked that Permits and Ongoing 
training is up to date for season ahead. 

 Spent £350 Community Chest grant on fixed 
canoe buoyancy 

 
March  Outside lighting replaced. New doors fitted to 

Power Boat Shed. 

 Traditional Rafting Permit Course held for 
qualified powerboat drivers 

 
April  Boat Insurance renewal 

 6 monthly review on Co-Op grant. £700 in the 
bag towards new sails for the Pirate Boat. 
Please support if you can. Visit www.coop.co.uk 

 
May  RYA sailing course. 17 attended. RYA Stage 1,2 

and RYA level 1 

 Old gas cooker removed inline with gas safety 
policy. New electric appliances fitted. 

 Tractor requires remedial work. Front wheel 
bearings worn. Tractor mechanic contacted.  

Coming Up! 
Summer 

2019 

 16 Water Activity Sessions all fully booked. 
Expecting 500 Scouts and Guides to attend. 

 29/30 June RYA Sailing Course 

 Mon 1st July Wharfedale District Explorer Scout 
Water Activity and BBQ evening 

 Sun 21st July RYA Qualification Day 

 14/15 Sept RYA Sailing Course. Spaces available 
www.wharfedalescouts.org.uk/sailing courses 

 

 

 

Report prepared by Catherine Britton (WSSC/Reva Secretary) 

http://www.wharfedalescouts.org.uk/sailing


Curly Hill Camp Site & Centre – Annual Report 

We have had a busy and exciting year at Curly Hill. 

During the past 12 months we have opened the Centre to 

114 groups from near & far, generating £24,472 towards 

maintenance and District funds. The site was also used by 21 

District groups for outdoor activities during this period. It 

has been great to have greater use of the facility from 

within the local community with regular weekly bookings by 

a group of local childminders for both indoor and weather 

permitting, outdoor play. 

Through the generous support of various local charitable 

trusts and foundations we have undertaken a renovation of 

the camp fire circle including new oak seating and improved 

drainage. Special thanks to: 

 

 Sovereign Heath Care Community Programme 

 

 RE Chadwick Charitable Trust 

 

 Sir George Martin Trust  

We have obtained planning permission for new toilet block and showers for the Camp Site and are 

actively fundraising to support this next phase of our development. 

Future plans include replacement and upgrade of the Gents indoor toilets as well as removal of some 

of the old trees and landscaping to the camping areas. 

None of this would have been possible without our fantastic team of volunteer wardens that have 

worked tirelessly to help ensure the facilities are kept in good order and to welcome our visitors upon 

their arrival.  

Thank you for all your help and support during the past year for helping to make Curly Hill Camp Site 

and Centre such a special experience for our many guests. 

Jeremy Ince   Chair, Curly Hill Sub Committee   



Community & PR Report                                                                                                                              

During the year help has been given with PR, Fundraising, communication, links with Councils/schools 

& help to create volunteers & new Leaders.  

Placing PR/pictures on the Website & facebook continues. The Torch Race, 2018 District AGM, St 
George’s Day event, as well as community fundraising & Awards have all been featured.  

The district Newsletter will be produced periodically when enough notices and information warrants 
this. Many thanks to Ashley France and Roger Banister for all their support during the year.  

David Shaw ADC Communications   

                   

WSJ 2019 Unit 38 – our participants: 

Two years ago, four young people from Wharfedale District Scouts were selected from over 120 
Scouts and Explorers at the County selection day to attend the 24th World Scout Jamboree to be held 
this year, in West Virginia, USA.  

Jack, Grace, Lucas and Matilda from Otley Parish and 3rd BR joined Paul Jennings from Addingham, 
who was selected as one of the County Unit Leaders, and will all be part of two Units representing 
West Yorkshire, Unit 38 and the joint West and Central Yorkshire Unit 37.  

In all there are 100 Units forming the largest contingent of UK Scouts to ever take part in an World 
Jamboree abroad, with just over 4000 young people and adult leaders, plus around 800 UK members 
of the IST (including Roger Banister from Menston) will help make this the biggest gathering of Scouts 
ever, with over 45,000 people attending from over 180 countries around the world!  

The Wharfedale participants have attended five training camps since 2017, doing various activities to 
get used to the unique way of life at a Jamboree, learning to wash clothes in a dry sack, travelling in 
large groups of people (all wearing the same things!) on planes, trains and automobiles, looking after 
one another both physically and mentally, with first aid and mental health training.  

Each of them has been busy fundraising the £3,800 fee, for which they have worked really hard doing 
lots of different events from taking over a local Indian restaurant, to washing cars and selling 
Jamboree torches!  

To follow their adventures please view Facebook and Twitter links on the West Yorkshire Jamboree 
Unit page! https://www.wyscouts.org.uk/support/international/unit38/ 

We look forward to them returning to the district to share their experiences in 

2020! 

https://www.wyscouts.org.uk/support/international/unit38/

