
Cubs Are Challenging! 
In September we resurrected the Cubs District 
Challenge Event, which hasn't been held since 
2009.  Teams of four older Cubs were invited to 
Curly Hill to test their teamwork. Leaders showed 
their creativity by setting up bases designed to 
challenge the Cubs' skills including a walkie talkie 
treasure hunt, compass trails, tracking, bush trials, 
navigating a rope tunnel, various problem solving 
games, fire lighting and first aid "incident" bases.  
The Cubs were not daunted by some rather heavy 
rain, and threw themselves into the activities with 
much gusto. 
 
Leaders voted on which teams showed the best 
teamwork - the Cubs from 1st Burley Watson pack 
won the cup - a very deserving team of Cubs who 
were a credit to their leaders. 

Events Coming Up 
Leaders 
7/2/18: New Years Meal, Pierre Bistro, Ilkley 
 
ALL Groups 
22/4/18: St George’s Day Parade, Addingham 
 
Scouts 
11/1/18: District Scout Quiz, Otley Methodist, 7:30pm 
  
Scouts/Explorers County Awards Ceremony 
14th October 2017 
 
Beavers 
24/2/18: Chinese Capers, Otley Bridge 

All Beaver Colonies in the District are doing well although 
many, unfortunately, still having waiting lists. 
 
To make up for the cancellation of this years ill fated Funday 
at Curly Hill we are at present organising for early February an 
event called Chinese Capers which will take place at Otley 
Bridge Church.  We ran a similar event very successfully in 
2015.  

14/10 to 15/10 Outdoor First Aid Course, Blackhills  
The course will run from 9:00am to 6:00pm.  Cost is 
£75.00 per person, you need to bring a packed lunch 
each day, but refreshments 
will be provided. 
 
Please contact Carolyn 
Booth.   
 
Places will be allocated on 
a first come first served 
basis. 

https://bookwhen.com/mpyxqm
mailto:outdoorfirstaid@wyscouts.org.uk
mailto:outdoorfirstaid@wyscouts.org.uk


District Courses 

Book via the District Web-page under training 
Click HERE  
 
County Courses 
Book via the District Web-page under training 
Click HERE 

WY County 

BiG Camp 2019? 
 
We’re looking at the possibility 
of doing another BIG Camp in 
2019.  We’re asking for sugges-
tions and views from members 
and leaders via a short survey, 
click HERE 
  
Best Wishes 
West Yorkshire Scouts 

Fencing UPDATE  
It can be done anywhere as long as the room is of a suitable 
size (and kit and my are available ) 
 
Contact: Luke Rothery by clicking HERE  

Summit 17 The Future of Scouting Survey 
This is the link to a survey for the Summit 17 feed-
back could you complete so that we can collate and 
give a district response to the national consultation.  
The survey will close on 20th Oct if you have time 
could you talk to your leaders about the consulta-
tion and get them to feed back as well. I've attached 
some more info. 
  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3Q8ZVCN 
 
Read the consultation document by clicking HERE 

County Awards 2017: 14 Oct 2017 
Where: Bradford Cathedral, Stott Hill, Bradford, BD1 4EH 
Time: 6:00pm until 9:00pm 
Cost: Free 
 
The Awards Ceremony event will again be held at Bradford 
Cathedral on the 14th October 2017. All recipients of eligi-
ble awards, plus their guests & leaders, are invited to regis-
ter for this prestigious event & will have the opportunity to 
meet other award recipients & special guests & be present-
ed with their award. 
 
Register now by clicking HERE 

Gang Show Info 15/2/18 to 17/2/18 
The WY County Gang Show takes place at the Victoria Theatre, 
Halifax.  Every group will receive an information pack about 
this exciting event that gives as many young people as possible 
chance to "tread the boards".  If you have not received your 
pack please contact your District Commissioner. 
 
You can also find out all the information about the event on 
the county website 

An Evening with Mountaineer Nigel Vardy  
[aka Mr Frostbite] 
 
24th Nov @ 7:00pm 
 
Nigel is a record-breaking mountaineer, speaker 
and author.  In 1999, he suffered sever frostbite 
climbing on Mt McKinley in Alaska.  After 3 years 
recovering, Nigel has taken part in over 20 cross-
world expeditions, set British records and written 
2 books. Nigel will give a captivating talk about his 
adventures 
 
Cost: £3 entry 
only, £6 entry & 
pie/pea supper 
 
Venue: Jubilee 
Centre, Bradley 
Wood, HD6 3TU 
 

https://bookwhen.com/wwvyjv
http://www.wyscouts.org.uk/support/adulttraining
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ZNNQBPP
mailto:luke_rothery@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.wharfedalescouts.org.uk/Strategy%202018-2023.pdf
https://bookwhen.com/mpyxqm
wyscouts.org.uk/wysonshow


Christchurch Scout Group  
The Group were closed for the summer break. 
We’ve just returned from our jaunt around North and South 
Wet Wales (no we haven't missed an s out!) so nothing 
much to report. 
 
Hope to have a new ABSL in near future.  Still looking for 
new Leaders so that one day we can hopefully hang our 
woggles up or at least not have to attend meetings every 
week. 

Menston 
Big news is that we have recruited 2 new leaders who will 
take on our new Scout Troop - Gemini to partner Apollo.  
They will start after half term and will follow the same pro-
gramme as Apollo, at least initially.  As mentioned previous-
ly our HQ is not big enough for the growing group so Gemini 
will meet at St John's (our sponsor) Parish Room on Tues-
days, 7:45 to 9:15pm. 
 
We’re about to start negotiations with Bradford Council 
with a view to buying the freehold (or a long lease) for our 
site so we can start a project to build a new HQ that can 
accommodate 2 meetings at the same time- following in 
Burley's footsteps 

Addingham 
Cubs and Scouts undertook camps leading up to / over sum-
mer break and they were very successful. Those that went 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 
 
Scouts are involved with attempt at launching a space plane 
via high altitude balloon.  Test flights of balloon have been 
held and development of a plane is underway.    
 
Cubs have had 2 tracking evenings in September, bit of a 
rush due to nights drawing in but enjoyed by all. 
 
Beavers vegetable patch was very successful over the sum-
mer with gluts of radishes and courgettes due to over en-
thusiasm with scattering seeds.  Parents have helped pick 
produce over summer break.  The Colony has now moved 
onto conservation with assistance from the local village soci-
ety.  The Hedgehog Trust to follow up this month. 

Otley Bridge 
All sections took a break over the summer holidays and will 
be taking part in a weekend sleepover in November.  
 
Scouts: There are 16 Scouts, with 4 new starters this term.  
They will be going to Hag Dyke in October and will be at the 
Groups sleepover.  
 
Cubs: There are 25 Cubs and the pack is thriving. Term start-
ed well and the highlight was an evening on the Chevin, 
building dens, swinging, whittling and a camp fire.  They 
have started to work on a gang show act, which is 1980's 
themed. They took part in the District challenge event and 
will be taking part in the cooking competition and will be 
going to Stockeld Park in December.  
 
Beavers: The Colony is a bit low on numbers as 5 moved on 
in the summer, leaving around 14.  They have been to Nell 
Bank, which was a fun evening, despite the weather.  This 
term they will be going to clip & climb and visiting a fire sta-
tion.  
 
Our chairman has retired after 25 years, a role he took on 
after being ASL; his service has been invaluable over the 
years. 

2nd Otley 
All sections were closed for the summer and have very 
strong numbers, with some Young Leaders in most sections 
as well.  Last month we held a family Orienteering event on 
Otley Chevin with a BBQ and conducted our group AGM.  
We held a retirement bash for John Morgan at our HQ with 
Leaders and their families.  We were also involved in some 
discussions about the new Otley Explorers unit. 
 
Scouts: Just before the summer scouts planned and went on 
a single night expedition.  
 
Beavers: Both colonies are planning a camp later this month 

Wharfedale Explorers 
All the Explorer units had a break over the summer with some having been away to camp. 
 
September saw a new Otley Unit formed - amalgamating Bridge, Parish and 2nd Otley, meeting at a neutral venue i.e. the 
Methodist Church.  There are so far between 20 and 23 young people turning up and up to 5 Leaders when available which is 
all very positive. 
 
We have a number of young people round the District doing YL training and are volunteering in sections for their D of E or 
Chiefs Scouts awards.  Please can all GSL's let me have complete lists from their groups so I can arrange suitable training.  Can I 
please ask you to notify all leaders in your group than parents (whether leaders or not) should not sign off any material for 
their child.  According to POR and the D of E it is not good practice and is frowned upon in both. 
 
If any group has a member who they think has attained any Explorer award from Chief Scouts Platinum and Diamond to Young 
Leader belt they should notify the DESC who will then arrange to meet the Explorer and see their evidence and have a discus-
sion. 



Burley  
The Group continues to thrive with the additional Beaver 
Colony full and Scouts numbers now approaching 60.  All 
sections have a varied programme for the Autumn term.   
We continue in our endeavours to raise funds for the hut 
build. Ground had been broken and phase 1 has begun!!! 
 
Explorers: Continue to do well with Bronze and Silver DofE 
awards and Young Leader scheme being completed. 
 
Scouts and Explorers: A successful summer camp was held 
at Beaudesert which was a joint venture.  
 
Cubs: Camped at Bradley Wood before the summer break 

3rd BR 
Not a great deal to report since the last report. No sections 
held meetings over the summer, so have only just got start-
ed again on Autumn programme. 
 
Scouts: Held a weekend camp and a summer camp, and 
have been practicing mountain bike skills near Fewston. 
Good parental support on these one off events. 
 
Could do with supplementing  Scout and Cub leadership 
teams. 

1st Ben Rhydding  
A new departure for the Explorers, Scouts & Guides. Camp-
ing with the Dutch Mohicanen Group in a 'neutral' country 
(well Belgium actually!).  This was a 10 day camp with no 
home hospitality.  The new format was generally liked ex-
cept for the weather - several experienced leaders de-
scribed the 'wettest camp ever'.  All the young people en-
joyed it and a closed Facebook page updated daily allowed 
parents an insight into (some) of what goes on at camp.  All 
sections have full programmes planned.  Pressure of num-
bers continues to be extreme with many potential members 
disappointed.  We are currently trying to resolve a situation 
which could lead to us trying to run Scout Troop meetings 
for 70+ children - clearly not practical. 
 
Hag Dyke was closed for 3 months during the summer while 
we rebuilt the bathroom floor, refitted the bathroom and a 
host of other improvements.  Now up and running with full 
bookings until Christmas and next year filling up. 
Cubs: Had a sunny week camping in Durham at the end of 
July.  Highlights were Diggerland, Wet & Wild and a trip to 
the Farne islands. 
 
 
 
 

Training  
Since the last team meeting there has been a 
Getting Started Evening – with 6 attendees and 
they all worked hard and we were happy to vali-
date them.  The next Getting Started Evening is 
on Tues 5th December.  We’re working on dates 
for next year and expect to run 4 across the year. 
  
County have produced a list of all the courses 
they are running next year.  Please note that 
there are a couple of safeguarding courses at 
Curly Hill – 22nd Feb and 27th Sept 
  
There are some gaps in the Training Advisers 
ranks and so we’re looking for TAs to cover 2nd 
Otley, Addingham, Otley Bridge and 3rd BR – 
which will help to spread the load of validating 
learners and moving them on towards their 
Wood Badge.   If anyone knows of volunteers 
please let me know. 
  
We’re also looking into the costs of putting on a 
First Response Course for the District. 
  
The new scheme for the training of managers is 
now in place so anyone without a Wood Badge 
for their management role will now need to go 
through the new scheme – details can be found 
on the Scout Association webpage.  The training 
is being organised on a regional basis and Chris 
Watson is the Regional Manager for this.  I have 
provided the names of any GSLs and ADCs who 
do not have a Wood Badge for their role and in-
vites to further training should be coming out 
over the next few months.  The new scheme does 
include independent learning. 
  


