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REPORT FROM DISTRICT COMMISSIONER 
 

We are living in strange times ..... 
 
Currently as I sit writing this the Country is in lockdown due to the COVID-19 virus and face to face 
scouting has ceased.  However Scouting is resilient, I rang around most groups at the weekend to 
see how they are coping, many are carrying out some form of online activity, Reva and Curly Hill 
along with a number of groups have received grants that will ensure financial stability, District 
coffers are healthy so I am confident that when we return to "normal" Scouting will continue. 
 
The District continues to tick over with a steady influx of new leaders attending appointments 
committee, youth membership remains steady at just under 1000. 
 
Peter Dickinson has stood down as ADC Beavers due to health and I would like to thank him for 
the time and effort that he has given to the role over the last 10/11 years, he will be a hard act to 
follow, but I am sure Tina Reed who has agreed to take on the role will rise to the challenge. 
 
There have been changes at County with Mark Stageman stepping down as CC to be replaced by 
Ian Womersley.  I'm sure that the District would join me in thanking Mark for his dedication. 
 
Finally as always I would like to thank you all for your contributions to Wharfedale Scouting we 
cannot give young people Skills for Life without you. 
 
Dom 

 

 

 

BEAVER REPORT 2019/20 
 

I am very pleased to report that 2019 was a very good year for Beaver Scouting in Wharfedale.  
However after many years as ADC and with ongoing health problems I decided sadly to resign.  I 
found the role very rewarding and will miss working with the dedicated Leaders of the districts 
Colonies.  Since starting almost 10 years ago we have added 4 new Beaver sections an increase 
of 25%. 
 
Tina Reed will take over as ADC and I hope the District Leaders will give her as much support as 
they gave me.  I have worked with Tina in Beaver Scouting for many years and I am certain she 
will do an excellent job. 
 
Our Funday theme at Curley Hill was Adventurers where bases included Amy Johnson, Ranulph 
Fiennes and Neil Armstrong.  It was all a bit of a squeeze as the top camping field was out of 
bounds due to the new toilet block.  A number of colonies stayed for a sleepover and campfire. 
 
We had an excellent turnout at the St Georges Day parade. 
 
We are in very troubled times at the moment but I am very pleased to see so many colonies and 
groups carrying on through Zoom and other media.  Lets hope things get back to normal very 
soon. 
 
Pete Dickinson (ex) ADC Beaver Scouts Wharfedale 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
It has been a good year for Explorer Scouting in the District as we now have five units running 
successfully.  Otley, Menston, Burley, Ilkley and now Addingham. 
 
In July the Explorers had a very enjoyable district fun evening at Reva.  They all managed to get 
on the water and as they came in there were burgers and hot dogs ready on the BBQ. 
 
 

 



       
 

After Christmas the District all went to The Cube, ice skating in Millennium Square, Leeds.  Over 
30 District Explorers took to the ice and as usual this proved to be a very popular event with them 
saying they want to go again next year. 
 
Otley Explorers have met at different places during the year, including many outside venues, like 
The Chevin.  They have cooked, had quizzes, been orienteering, taken part in the district events 
and played wide games amongst many other events. 
 
Burley Explorers have also done many activities from taking part in Tough Mudder to baking, 
quizzes and weekends away camping in the Dales and North York Moors and The Lake District, 
amongst other things. 
 
Menston have enjoyed many varied activities.  They have been night-time orienteering, night and 
evening mountain biking and hiking.  They had a weekend away camping. 
 
Ilkley have had a very varied program both indoor and out.  They have cooked, played wide 
games, had quizzes and learnt scout skills amongst some of the program ideas.  They went to Hag 
Dyke and had a very successful summer camp with their Dutch counter parts. 
 
Many or our young people in the District have been gaining badges, completing sections of their 
Duke of Edinburgh award including preparation and planning for their expeditions. 
 
Obviously due to the Covid – 19 virus face to face scouting has ceased and it looks as though it 
will be at least September if not later before we can restart.  The Zoom app is proving very useful 
to be able to hold online meetings so at least the young people are continuing to meet. 
 
Unfortunately, one of the big casualties of this has been Big Camp which has now been postponed 
until 2021 but a lot of Explorers will take part in this year’s Virtual Big Camp on the same dates. 
 
The enthusiasm and hard work given by all our leaders should be recognised and I would like to 
thank all of them for their great efforts to develop Explorer Scouting in Wharfedale but we do need 
more leaders particularly in Otley and Burley. 
 
 
Pam Newman 
District Explorer Scout Commissioner  

 

 

 



 
 

This year one of our members has successfully completed her Gold D of E and there is at least one 
more who is very close to achieving hers too!  Congratulations Lucy. 
 
Wharfedale District Network Unit needs members who would like to meet and take part in a varied 
program of activities.  Any member with an age between 18 and 25 years who would like to meet and 
have fun with other young adults should get in touch with me at  
network@wharfedalescouts.org.uk  
 
Pam Newman 
Network Leader 
 

 

 

 

CURLY HILL CAMP SITE & CENTRE 
 
We have had another busy and exciting year at Curly Hill. 
 
During the past 12 months we have been delighted to welcome a record number of visiting groups 
– over 3000 adults and young people have used the site generating a total of £29k in income 
towards maintenance, improvements and district funds. 
 
As well as hosting Scout and Guide groups we continued to see increased use by local schools as 
a stopover on Duke of Edinburgh expeditions.  It is fantastic to be able to give so many young 
people the opportunity to experience the beauty and the excitement of the Great Outdoors, many 
of whom have never been camping before! 
 
We have also had greater use of the facility from within the local community with regular bookings 
by a group of local childminders for both indoor and outdoor play.  In addition, we have been used 
for evening social events, BBQ’s and similar, by Ilkley Rotary and local Rambling Club.  The centre 
remained available for regular weekday evening use by District Scouts and Guide Groups as well 
as hosting several District events. 
 
We had been anticipating another busy year in 2020 however, with the COVID-19 situation 
worsening, on March 17th the decision was taken to close Curly Hill until such time as government 
restrictions were relaxed and we are able to reopen.  With many of our bookings being from 
schools and voluntary groups we decided to offer a full refund on deposits paid. 
 
The Site is likely to remain closed for the foreseeable future – we have cut back on all but essential 
repairs and maintenance however 2020/21 is likely to be very challenging for us from a financial 
perspective. 
 
On a more positive note, through the generous support of various charitable trusts, donations and 
using our own charitable reserves we were able to complete an ambitious capital project to 
construct new showers and toilets and adjacent washing up area for use by campers.  After a 
competitive tender process Tim Greenbank Construction was selected as our preferred contractor 
and works started in the summer of 2019 and were successfully completed in time for the start of 
the 2020 camping season.  It’s a great pity that these new facilities have yet to be used however I 
am sure that as soon as life returns to normal our visitors will appreciate the much-improved 

mailto:network@wharfedalescouts.org.uk


services and a hot shower at the end of a long day’s hike.  The pictures below show our impressive 
new facilities. 
 
Our future plans include the replacement and upgrade of the gent’s indoor toilets as well as the 
purchase of a new lawn mower however these have been placed on hold until we reopen and our 
finances improve. 
 
We continue to benefit from a fantastic team of volunteer wardens that have worked tirelessly to 
help ensure the facilities are kept in good order and to welcome our visitors upon their arrival. 
 
Thank you for all your help and support during the past year and for helping to make Curly Hill 
Camp Site and Centre such a special experience for our many guests. 
 
Jeremy Ince 
Chair 
Curly Hill Sub Committee 

 

 

 

New Toilet Block - Outside 

 

 
 

 

New Toilet Block – Inside 

 

 
 

  



Washing Up Area 

 

 
 

 

 

These facilities were built with the generous support of the following: 

 

 

Ilkley Round Table     Ilkley Rotary Club  

      

 

 

 

 

 

Ilkley Town Council     Garfield Western 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Spooner Trust     Rank Foundation 

W W Spooner Charitable Trust    

 



 

Tesco Bags of Help    Bernard Sunley Foundation 

  
 

 

Foyle Foundation     Awards for All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHARFEDALE SCOUTS SAILING CENTRE - 
REVA 

 
As there has been no activity at Reva for a number of weeks now because of the coronavirus I 
thought it might be worthwhile to share some edited reports from our last AGM (October 2019). 
 
Tim Haskins 
 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Over the last three years we have seen a big increase in permit holders, lots more NGB awards, 
an increase in water activities in the three surrounding districts and lots of successful grant 
applications for new kit.  I would like to thank Lester Mulligan for laying the foundations for my 
three years as Chairman . . . he was a hard act to follow. 
 
My main objective when I took on the role was to try and move the centre away from a part 
scouting, part members club to a Scout and Guide Centre that follows POR, the national permit 
scheme and can be used by the surrounding districts every week.  I also set out for free 
“membership” as I never really understood why volunteers should pay to volunteer and work.  We 
have had to increase our water activity sessions to cover revenue, but I believe the volunteers are 
a lot happier with this agreement. 
 
With the passing of the new ASU agreement I think I can confidently say that Reva is now a fully 
functioning Scout and Guide Centre. 
 
David and I also set a target to increase our pool of permit holders and expand our range of 
activities.  We introduced bellboating which lots of people had never heard of.  We bought our own 
bellboat and this activity proved hugely popular.  Groups can now come to WSSC and run their 
own session using the bellboat.  I believe now all three Districts have bellboat permitted leaders. 
 
Once again there has been plenty of activity at the centre since the last AGM.  There have been 
sailing courses, powerboat courses, first aid courses, permit assessments and lots of water activity 



sessions.  By the end of this season over 30 scouts/explorers and leaders from Wharfedale, Aire 
Valley and Keighley Districts will have completed an RYA Sailing Course or an RYA powerboat 
course at Reva. 
 
A big thank you must go to our unpaid, qualified RYA instructors who are able to offer a selection 
of courses to meet the high demand. 
 
WSSC had its annual RYA inspection on the 14th September.  We passed without any action 
points which is a brilliant achievement and I would like to thank David Berry for all his hard work in 
making sure we were prepared as best as we could be for the inspection. 
 
This season we have also teamed up with Keighley District’s new campsite, Low Wood.  Due to its 
fantastic location on the canal side, Low Wood offers WSSC a fantastic plan B in case of strong 
winds.  We had to call on this favour on the 28th September when we took 92 young people 
canoeing and bellboating.  It worked well and where in the past we would have had to cancel the 
event and lost revenue we were able to change our activities and still offer time on the water.  I 
would like to thank Jeanette Young and the team for helping us out. 
 
We are encouraged to see more groups from Wharfedale District taking part in the activity 
sessions and the courses this year. 
 
James Adams (WSSC Chairman) 
 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
3 RYA Sailing Courses 
2 RYA Powerboat Courses 
2 Bellboat Permit Courses 
2 Traditional Rafting Permit Courses 
1 Sailing Permit Assessment Day 
I Powerboat Permit Assessment Day 
1 RYA Qualification Day 
2 First Aid Courses 
 
My thanks to the qualified instructors who have given up their weekends to help run these courses. 
 
Several of these courses were organised in response to requests from Scout Leaders but have 
been poorly attended and the Powerboat Course and Rafting Permit Course on weekend of 18-20 
October will probably be cancelled unless there is more interest this evening. 
 

RYA Inspection 
The outcome of the inspection was “No Action Required” – in other words top marks, though I had 
to agree to add the Scout Equality Policy to the Operating Procedures because being publicly 
available on the internet is not good enough. 
 

Water Activity Permits 
There are now 217 permits on Compass as a result of courses I have organised or assessments I 
have carried out over the last five years.  This creates a significant resource amongst local 
Scouters who can share the workload of running WAS sessions at Reva, and who might expect to 
be able to use the centre on a reduced cost basis for their own Scout Groups in exchange.  We 
need to give incentives in some form to Scouters who are prepared to get permits and help us run 
the centre.  Many of these new permit holders are not members of the WSSC ASU, but just being 
a Scouter with a permit makes them potentially a very valuable asset for WSSC. 
 
David Berry 
 



 

DISTRICT COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 
Going forward the plan is to move WSSC to a formal ASU agreement.  The DC will be talking with 
the DC’s of local Districts to see what assistance and support is available both financially and in 
terms of permitted volunteers and general helpers. 
 
The DC requested that we remain focussed on the true reason why WSSC exists – that is - to 
introduce youngsters to water activities. 
 
Dominic Dobson  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD SCOUT JAMBOREE #24, 

WEST VIRGINIA, 2019 
My Jamboree. Roger Banister  

I first heard mention of the 2019 World Scout Jamboree around the dinner table at Lapcha 

in Nepal while I was there with Project Nepal in 2016.  One or two people there had been to 

the Jamboree in Japan the previous year.  The talk then was mainly about the site for the 

2019 event - the Summit Bechtel Reserve (SBR). 

 



World Jamborees are always described in 

superlatives - usually in terms of the numbers 

attending but for this one stats about SBR 

dominate.  Sheer size is mind blowing - 14000 acres 

(that’s 57 sq km.)  The map at right shows it 

superimposed on a map of York at the same scale - 

it just fits in the ring road!  In round numbers the 

expected attendance was for 40,000 participants 

who would be based in 5 subcamps and a further 

10,000 International Service Team (IST) members 

who would all be living on subcamp Echo.  As a 

culmination of my International Scouting 

experience I decided to give it a go. 

 

Recruitment of contingent leaders started in April 2017 followed by participants and 

recruitment of IST started in October with an application form.  Attending a Jamboree as 

IST involves 2 training weekends, paying the Jamboree fee of about £3k, taking about 3 

weeks off work for the event and long hours of hard work while there (and this is only a small 

portion of the commitment required of the contingent leaders!), so one might assume the 

queue of volunteers would be quite short - but no, such is the commitment of volunteers in 

Scouting that the organisers were twice oversubscribed!  So a strict selection process is 

added to the hoops to be overcome.  This selection was unusual in that following The Scout 

Association’s aim to be “Youth led” the interviews were conducted by panels of young people. 

 

I heard that I was successful in April 2018 and I joined the 700 or so members of the UK 

IST Contingent for a hectic weekend and information overload at Walesby Forest in May.  

We were all enrolled in a Facebook Group which became a great source of information and 

support.  One of many questions was “what is my role to be?”.  We were given a list of about 

150 roles and asked to submit 3 choices.  In August I was lucky to be offered one of mine, 

“Pioneering on Mount Jack” and was put in touch with the Area Director of the 80 or so 

volunteers on the “Wood, Ropes and Spars” (WRS) team. 

 

The final training weekend was at Gilwell - the heart of Scouting, in May 2019.  The next 

excitement was the arrival of my kit including the optional extras selected at Gilwell - and I 

was lucky in that mine all fitted.  There was an app to download telling us 

what was happening when and it also showed our individual flight details - you 

can imagine the challenge of organising the flights of 4000 UK participants 

and 700 IST.  Mine were direct from Manchester to Philadelphia and an 

onward flight to Charlotte NC followed by coach to SBR.  Arrival at the site 

was scheduled for late on Thursday 18 July. 

 

This turned out to be optimistic.  Take-off from Manchester was delayed by 

a minor technical problem so we were late in Philadelphia where we had to go 

through the notorious US immigration process which also took a little longer 

- so we missed our connecting flight and were put up in an hotel.  I was very glad that 

responsibility for organising all this and the replacement flights was handled very effectively 



by others - but the result was that we arrived 24 hours late.  I finally reached my tent on 

Subcamp Echo at about midnight on the Friday to disturb the other sleeping occupants! 

 

I was up at 5am to find a good breakfast served very 

efficiently in the enormous dining tent, pick up a picnic lunch 

(“Grab & Go”) and get ready to catch the 7am bus to Mount 

Jack where I would be working. 

 

The core of the Pioneering Team was a group of US Scouters 

who had been together for numerous US national jamborees 

- including one on the SBR site.  They styled themselves as ACME Pioneering and were very 

generous in giving a friendly welcome to the new IST members of the team. 

  

 

We had 2 days to build our projects and prepare for the Jamboree participants arriving on 

their programme days on Mount Jack. 

 

Such was the size of the site that this involved them walking for at least an hour to reach 

the foot of Mount Jack and another hour to climb it, so by the time they arrived many were 

worn out!  Together with, “Wood, Ropes and Spars” as we were billed, there was also the 

Spartan Race (assault course), replica 1st American Scout Camp, Field Sports, Tartan Games, 

replica Frontier Village (with opportunities to fire a black powder rifle and to throw a 

tomahawk) and a Campfire. 

 

 



Everyone on site was issued with Novus - a small dongle worn on a lanyard round the neck.  

This enabled the exchange of contact details - so if I clicked mine with that of another IST 

I met in the canteen, for example, the other’s email address would appear on my contacts 

list.  For the participants there were also prizes for checking in on the most activities by 

clicking their Novus at the check in point of each activity. 

 

The daily routine fell into a pattern, up at 5, 6am breakfast, 7am bus to Mount Jack taking 

about 40 minutes.  On the programme days the contingents would start to arrive at about 

12, so we had time to do some maintenance on our projects and prepare for the onslaught!  

There would be a rush to our Novus check in and we needed to hustle to get the participants 

to spend some time with us rather than moving on to the other 

activities on Mt. Jack. 

 

My main job was to demonstrate rope making using a simple machine.  

The young people could take away a short length of rope which they 

had made as well as the knowledge of how rope works.  By about 4pm 

they would set off to get back to their subcamps.  While they were 

walking down no vehicles were allowed on the forest roads, so our 

busses could not pick us up to go back to Echo until after 5pm for 

dinner and a (cold) shower. 

 

The picture left shows Subcamp 

Echo (both sides of the central 

Lake Tickle) where almost all the 

IST were based.  They were 

mostly in 4 person frame tents 

with 2 pairs of bunks which were 

comfortable if somewhat 

cramped.  As well as the canteen 

and accommodation tents there 

were various tents for socialising 

including a cinema and a bar - but 

no alcohol as the entire 

Jamboree was dry with very 

strict penalties for drinking. 

Badge swapping was a dominant evening activity. 

 

The weather was hot in the afternoons with occasional thunderstorms.  As we were on Mt 

Jack there was a lightning detection system so we would get warnings on the PA system for 

everyone to get under cover until the danger had passed.  Similarly, if the temperature 

reached a limit we were called to stop work and get out of the sun.  We did lose a few hours 

for these reasons. 

 



There were 6 programme days with 2 to setup and another to take 

down at the end.  There was also Cultural Day when Mt Jack did 

not operate so we could walk round the subcamps to meet some of 

the participants who were displaying their national cultures, food 

and costumes.  It was good to look out for the Yorkshire flags 

where a good cup of tea could be counted on! 

 

We also had the option to have one day off and various activities 

were arranged.  I chose to visit the New River Gorge Bridge which 

was unremarkable to drive across on the motorway but is among 

the world’s highest bridges and the tour took us, in harnesses and 

clipped on, onto the steelwork below the deck where we could look down on the white water 

rafters almost 1000 feet below.  This trip concluded with a visit to a local craft brewery - 

an extra attraction! 

 

 

 

As is traditional, the Jamboree was bookended by opening and closing ceremonies in the 

great arena where we could all gather together - a memorable sight.  I particularly enjoyed 

the final show as I was able to join with the West Yorkshire contingents.  Both shows had 

impressive finales, the first had an amazing drone show, a first for me.  The other one had a 

great fireworks display. 

 

The day after the closing show the contingents packed up and went on to the next stage of 

their adventures while we dismantled our projects and I had my first real opportunity to 

have a good walk round the central area with its many activities and international food houses 

- albeit as they were being stripped down.  Sadly there was no chance for us to ride the “Big 

Zip”. 

 

The final stage of the UK IST adventure began with a long coach trip to Washington DC.  We 

had excellent accommodation at the Catholic University and were given Rover tickets for the 



“subway” so I went off in a small group to explore.  We took in a couple of big museums and 

Arlington National Cemetery and concluded that we would need a week to just scratch the 

surface of all that’s on offer.  Then it was up early on 5th August for the flights home.  This 

time it was Washington to Heathrow and a connection back to Manchester for the train back 

home. 

 

I volunteer as a Scout Leader in order to help young people grow to become responsible 

citizens and realise their potential.  By helping to make this Jamboree happen (and without 

those 10,000 IST it wouldn’t) I have made a small contribution to that aim - and enjoyed a 

“once in a lifetime” adventure. What’s not to like? 

 

What about you?  Go for it if you can! 

 

Roger 
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