
Reva has 40 spaces available for Wharfedale 
Scouts to go afloat on Saturday 7th July 1pm – 
3pm. £10 per head – leaders free. 
 
I attach a group booking form. 
 
Please could you email this information to all 
Scout Leaders in Wharfedale. Menston have al-
ready booked the morning session! 
 
Cath 

Events Coming Up 
ALL Groups 
29/4/18: St George’s Day Parade, Ilkley 
20/10/18: Digital Citizen, National Media Museum 
27/10/18: County Awards Ceremony  
1/12/18: Festive Fun 
April to August 18: InstaScout Photography competition  
 
Beavers 
23/6/18: Mr Men and Little Miss Day  
 
Cubs 
8/9 to 9/9/18: Back to Basics Camp, Bradley Wood.   
 
Scouts & Explorers 
11/5/18: Torch Race 
18/5/18:  Torch Race (if first date postponed) 
 
Scouts / Explorers & Leaders 
9/6/18: Pedal Car Racing  
30/6 to 2/7/18: Pioneering Camp, Bradley Wood 
15/9/18: Fellandale Canoe Challenge  
 
Explorer / Network 
7/7 to 8/7/18 Summer Explorer / Network event 
 
Leaders 
12/10 to 14/10/18 Grim up t'North 
 
Memory Walks 
A Memory Walk is a walk for all ages and abilities to 
unite together to raise awareness of Dementia, Alzhei-
mer's and Mental Health issues.  In 2018 West Yorkshire 
Scouts are supporting the charity Mind (as part of the 
Million Hands initiative) to raise awareness of Mental 
Health issues. With this in mind we’ve picked two dates 
for Memory Walks where we can unite as a County and 
raise awareness amongst our young people.  
Beavers / Cubs: 6/10 to 7/10/18  
Scouts / Explorers / Network: 9/11/18 Night Walk 

INVITATION FROM STEPHEN BUTLTER  

Chairman of Ilkley Parish Council  

 

By invitation 3BR Scouts attended Ilkley Town Hall for 

an extremely interesting & interactive presentation 

about Democracy, Councils & Parliament.  Stephen out-

lined the way our Country’s democracy works through 

Westminster, Bradford MDC & Ilkley Parish Council.  

Information on our MP, Bradford Councillors who get 

paid for their role was given and Ilkley Councillors who 

are volunteers. All this helps the Scouts achieve their 

Community Challenge badge.  Stephen also explained 

about the buildings of The Palace of Westminster, 

Bradford Civic Hall & Ilkley Town Hall and the history.  

The Parish Council Coat of Arms was explained and The 

Chains of Office were tried on 

 

Stephen explained about The Chamber and its paint-

ings and furniture and all acknowledged how lucky we 

are to have such a great facility in our Town Hall which 

should be used more and lots of Towns do not have.  

Ilkley is become a Town Council and Stephen Butler will 

become its first Mayor which the Scouts congratulated 

him upon following his recent election.        

 

Stephen would be pleased to hear from any other 

Youth organisations from Ilkley & surrounding areas 

wishing to visit the Town Hall to help them learn about 

local government and complete their badges/awards.     



District Courses 

Book via the District Web-page under training 
Click HERE  
 
County Courses 
Book via the District Web-page under training 
Click HERE 

SUNDAY 29th April, 2:15pm 
We have had some issues in organising this year’s St 
George’s Day parade due to the traffic control regulations 
that are now in force.  As A result the plan for this year is: 
 

• 2:15pm Ilkley Old Bridge (North Side) 

• 2:30pm March around the park (not on the road) 

• 3:00pm Service in Ilkley Parish Church hosted by 
Addingham 

• 3:45pm Dismissal from the Church  
 
In order that the event can take place through the centre of 
our towns we will be looking for volunteers to train in traffic 
management. The course is only one day and will take place 
in the Autumn. If you think you can help then please pass 
your name onto Alan Pratt DDC@wharfedalescouts.org.uk 
 
Friday 27th April @ 6:30pm  
There will be a practice for flag bearers  at the Church 

Camp Fire Jokes 

• Why did everyone like hanging out with the mush-
room?  He was a fungi to be with! 

• What sound does a nut make when it sneezes? Cash-
ew! 

• I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day. 
I couldn't find any. 

• What do you call cheese that isn't yours? Nacho 
cheese!  

• Why did the toilet paper roll down the hill? To get to 
the bottom! 

• ‘Doctor, doctor, everyone ignores me!’ ‘Next!’ 

2019 World Scout Jamboree 

 
I was selected back in September and will be one of four adults 
taking Unit 38 to North America.  The unit consists of 36 young 
people, including three from Wharfedale (the forth is in unit 
37, the unit being run jointly with Central Yorkshire) who have 
been successful through selection events at both district and 
County and span from Otley to Ossett near Wakefield! 
 
I have been a leader in Wharfedale for twenty years this year, 
starting as an assistant Cub Scout leader in Addingham and 
moving to run the Scout section almost fifteen years ago. I was 
the ADC (Scouts) in the District for six years where I organised 
the last full district camp involving all four sections and all 13 
groups, and helped with various district events before going to 
be the ACC (Scouts) for West Yorkshire. I was also a warden at 
Curly Hill for ten years, and those experiences helped me to be 
in a position to have the confidence to put myself forward, and 
ultimately to be selected for 24th World Scout Jamboree in 
2019.  I am really proud to be representing not only the UK and 
West Yorkshire, but also Wharfedale as part of the largest con-
tingent the UK has ever sent to a Jamboree. 
 
Part of the principles for the UK contingent for this Jamboree is 
one of legacy, and what the participants, young and old alike, 
will do to encourage, enthuse and motivate people to not only 
join Scouting, but to put themselves forward to lead future 
events locally, nationally and internationally, which I am really 
looking forward to do when we’re back! 
 
Paul Jennings, 
Unit 38, 
24th World Scout Jamboree 

Cubs District Quiz 

 
Teams met to battle it out at this years Quiz to see who had 
the largest brains.  Rounds had a variety of topics including 
"feely bags", tasting crisps, popular culture, film observa-
tion as well as the traditional general knowledge/ history/ 
geography questions. 
 
This time the team from Menston Cromwell were very 
proud winners. 
 
Huge thanks to the service team who put so much hard 
work into organising this event. 

We're running a Mr Men and Little Miss 
themed activity day on 23rd June, run in 
conjunction with the National Damboree 
Initiative -  why not sleepover with your 
beavers and earn your nights away permit 

https://bookwhen.com/wwvyjv
http://www.wyscouts.org.uk/support/adulttraining


Explorers 
 
District Ice Skating Event 
We had a very successful Ice Skating evening at The Cube, 
Millennium Square Leeds.  54 Explorers attended from all 4 
District Units plus 3 leaders braved the ice with the other 5 
supervising! 
 
Menston Explorers 
Have lost then gained a leader  
 
Burley  
Have had a visit from a Youth Commissioner.   They held a 
successful 'incident camp' in Bethesda (Wales) and enjoyed 
their experience on Europe's fastest zip wire.  As it was Feb-
ruary the weather systems did their best to challenge them 
- see pictures below. Four Explorers made their promise at 
the zip wire.  There will be an Easter camp in the lakes with 
a Bronze qualifying expedition. Fundraising includes a 
'tough mudder' planned for September 
 
Ilkley 
Are all doing well. 
 
Otley 
Are meeting at Otley Parish Scout Hut at the moment and 
moving to Otley Bridge for 1 term after Easter.  There’s a 
serious problem with leaders and we really need at least 
one more but preferably two straight away. 
 
Thanks Pam 

1st Burley 
 
1st Burley Scouts 
Celebrate their 60th Anniversary this year and 2 Beavers 
have designed a  badge to mark the event.  
 
Beavers 
Both colonies are full and doing well.  They attended the 
Beaver activity day in Otley and are looking forward to the 
sleepover in June. 
 
Cubs 
Both packs are full and have been focused on their chal-
lenge badge work.  Part of the challenge is to be involved in 
fundraising for the hut and we have been busy awarding 
'star fundraiser' awards Fundraising Activities including 
'guess the number of Easter eggs' and organising a car wash 
in the village.  Watson pack have recently had a weekend 
sleepover at Hag Dyke. Both packs are busy planning sum-
mer camps.  
 
Scouts 
Both A & B Groups are full and have recently completed an 
'incident camp' at Blakedean.  Patrol Challenge winners 
have been taking part in Go-karting and rock climbing.  
 
As ever our waiting list is challenging.  We really need an 
additional scout troop but finding leaders for this age group 
is a challenge.  
 
Thanks Angela  

Cubs District Swimming Gala 

 
Cub Teams gathered together at Craven Swimming Pool for 
a swimming Gala, with races in breaststroke, backstroke, 
front-crawl and relay. They 
all had loads of fun and 
showed great team spirit.  
When the scores were add-
ed up, the team from 2nd 
Otley Tuesday pack were the 
winners!.  Thanks are ex-
pressed to the service team 
who did a superb job timing 
races, judging the finish line, 
calculating scores and 
writing certificates." 



Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award For Two 1st Ben Rydding Explorers 

 
Joanne & Lucy Williamson were awarded their Gold Award by Mark Stageman (County Commissioner) at the annual awards 
ceremony at The Victoria Hotel in Bradford.   
• Their practice Gold expedition was a walk of the Yorkshire three peaks 
• Their qualifying Gold expedition was a walk of 

Howgills.   
• Their residential was a 3 week NCS programme.  

The 1st week was spent at an outward bound cen-
tre, the 2nd they learnt about work life skills and 
charities staying in University accommodation and 
in the 3rd week they raised money for a charity of 
their choice through a variety of different fundrais-
ing events. 

• Volunteering was done at a local athletics club, 
ILKLEY HARRIERS, helping to coach the young chil-
dren.   

• Their physical aspect of the award swimming 
(Joanne) and running (Lucy).   

• Their skills section, Joanne played the clarinet and 
Lucy played the flute. We improved our playing and 
orchestral technique by participating in a produc-
tion of “Oliver” with our school orchestra. 

 
Very well done to Joanne and Lucy from all the District and not forgetting Very Proud Dad Wilf ( Scout Leader at 1st Ben 
Rydding Group ) who no doubt will have a celebration drink or two !  

On Saturday 24th February District 
Beavers (10 groups) met at Otley 
Bridge Church to take part in Chi-
nese Capers 2.  
 
A great time was had by all (see pic-
tures over). 
 
We are now in the planning stage 
for the Beaver Funday and Sleepo-
ver which will be held over the 
weekend of 23rd/24th June at Curly 
Hill. This years theme will be Pirates. 

Otley Methodist Scout Group 
It is with great sadness that we report the death of our Treasurer Shelley Smith.  Shel-
ley died suddenly in January and our thoughts and prayers have been with her hus-
band and Ben a patrol leader in the Group. 
 
As ever we are looking for additional leaders, in particular for Beavers and Cubs.  Over 
the last year our Beaver section has had some vacancies with the roll standing at 15. 
 
Cub numbers are holding steady at around 22 but Scouts goes from strength to 
strength under the leadership of Robin, Bastos and Lucy at 28.   
 
All sections have a full and active outdoor programme with, for example, Scouts plan-
ning 4 camps this year including a joint camp with 1st BR in July. 

St George’s Day Award For Local Beaver Scout Commissioner – Pete Dickinson  

Pete receiving the Silver Acorn from Mark 

Stageman the County Commissioner at the 

West Yorkshire Awards Dinner  

Pete started as a Leader in 1968 with the 1st 

Ben Rhydding Scout Group and has worked in all 

sections from Beavers Scouts to Venture Scouts 

(Explorers). 

He has been the Assistant District Commissioner 

for Beavers Scouts for many years successfully 

organising events which have brought together 

all the colonies in the Wharfedale District. 

In 2014 Pete was instrumental in starting the 

Ilkley Christchurch Scout Group the first new 

group in the District for almost 40 years. 



Beaver  

Chinese  

Capers 

Ilkley Christchurch 

 

We currently have 24 Beavers and 28 Cubs.  We are planning to start the Scout Troop in January 2019 but at the mo-

ment we are looking for leaders for that to happen.   

 

Beavers 

Have enjoyed a full programme of activities this term which included attending the District Chinese Capers in Febru-

ary, a Scavenger hunt at Curly Hill and visit to Clip’n’Climb as well as learning about the History of Scouting, Healthy 

Living and Emergency Aid. Term ended with all Beavers gaining badges and 4 been awarded Chief Scout Bronze 

Award.  They are looking forward to the Summer term when they will be doing outdoor activities as much as possi-

ble including the District Fun Day and Sleepover in June. 

 

Cubs 

One of the highlights for the Cubs this term was a trip to the Star Centre in Keighley as part of their Astronomer’s 

badge, they hope to have another visit to cover what they weren’t able to do the first time.  

They have taken part in the District Swimming Gala and in their first year of entering made the final of the 

Wharfedale Football League Cup narrowly losing 4-3- Well Done!  Unfortunately their planned visit to Hag Dyke at 

the beginning of March had to be re-scheduled to July due to the snow.   In the coming term they are going to Reva 

and in June have a weekend planned at Great Tower Scout Camp in Cumbria.  


