
Youth commissioners Report 

Hello everyone myself, Matt Phillips, and Corey Woodhouse have been elected as 
the districts new youth commissioners. Our current main aim for the next few years 
is to help with the recruitment and retention of younger leaders within the district. Our
second aim is to ensure that young people's voices are heard at district level and to 
promote youth shaped and youth lead scouting within Wharfedale.
We will soon begin reaching out to GSLs and section leaders to arrange short visits 
to meetings where we can listen to our young people's opinion and inform them of 
our current plans.

1st BR 

At 1st B.R. all sections are full with continual pressure for places. 
Highlights up and coming include camp with our Dutch joint group in Belgium in 
August. The first time we have attempted to jointly organise a camp in a 'neutral' 
country.
We will as usual enter a float in the Ilkley carnival procession on May 1st and we 
hope to contribute some labour to the setting up and dismantling of the overall event.
The carnival committee usually makes a donation to each group assisting in 
proportion to the number of man hours they can provide.
Hag Dyke will be closed for the whole of the summer as we need to replace the 
bathroom floor.  Back in September with refitted bathroom and toilets and other 
improvements. Our thanks to Ilkley Round Table for their grant towards the cost. We 
are seeking further grants and donations as we plan to spend  £30,000 +.

ADC Cubs

 I've visited Cromwell - Menston, 3rd Ben Rhydding, Burley - Forster and Otley
Methodist to meet Leaders and Cubs and have lots of fun joining in their 
meetings. I plan to visit the other packs in the District as the year progresses.

 The swimming gala was our last District event which was attended by 10 
packs and won by 2nd Otley.

 Cub leaders were given to understand there would be a refund from the 
District Camp last summer, we're in the process of working out what this will 
be after deductions are made for the cost of staging the Cubs 100 party.

 I attended the ADC Cubs/Beavers forum and met other ADCs from around the
county.

Menston 

 Menston continues with full programme. Scouts camp at Waddecar coming up
end May.

 Eggs2iPads project restarted with Explorers as 'teachers'
 Beavers waiting list continues to grow. Currently 19 who are of Beaver age 

now. Also 16 of Cub age unlikely to get a place.
 We need to start a new Scout Troop in September when scout numbers 

exceed 30. No leader signed up as yet. 
 Feasibility study underway for new larger HQ building.



2nd Otley

 Our two Beaver Colonies remain full
 We opened a second Cub Pack in February to accommodate older members 

from the second Colony (opened 12 months ago) who are now transferring 
into Cubs.

 The new Cub Pack has 12 members, expected to grow to around 25 members 
within the next 12 months. New Cub Pack has 4 adults and 2 young leaders 
(with only 1 leader transferring from our existing Cub Pack).

 The existing Cub Pack remains just short of capacity at 34.
 Numbers in Scouts remains just under 30. 
 In addition, a number of former Scouts have become Young Leaders with others 

contemplating Explorers.
 Group Camp planned at Sconce in May for all sections. The camp will 

incorporate a water activities session at Reva.
 Scouts have a programme of hikes – including day hikes in the Dales and night 

hikes in the local area.
 Cubs recently retained the District Swimming Trophy at Skipton Swimming Pool 

– an event well organised by Alison Duckmanton as new ADC Cubs.
 Entry into Otley Carnival planned for June.
 Both Beaver Colonies joined together for an annual egg rolling event on Otley 

Chevin last week
 As a Group, we’re aiming to gain more permits for water activities to become 

members of Reva and climbing authorisation to use the climbing wall in our 
building.

Ilkley Christchurch 
 Both Beaver Colony and Cub Pack full
 Waiting list only open to children born from September 2011 onwards- regularly 

having to turn away 6 and 7 year olds
 Plan to start Scout troop in September 2018
 Recruitment drive to get more leaders for all sections
 Cubs just spent their first weekend at Hag Dyke and have a weekend planned at 

Great Towers in the Lakes in June
 Cubs came 3rd in recent Swimming Gala
 Beavers taking part in District Fun Day and Sleepover in June
 Both Beavers and Cubs have a Water Activity Session booked at Reva in May

District Beavers.
A District Beaver Leaders meeting was held at Otley Bridge Church on the 8th 
March 2017.
14 Leaders from all groups in the district attended.
The main purpose of the meeting was to discuss this year’s Funday and 
Sleepover at Curly Hill which takes place on June 10th/11th.
Funday.
The theme this year will be 'World of Adventure/ Adventurers' Many of the 
groups have already chosen a great selection of themes for their bases which 
include Tim Peake, Sir Walter Raleigh and the The Klondike Gold Rush.
Bases will be a mix of Games and Craft Activities.
All twelve colonies in the district will be taking part.



Sleepover
Six colonies will be stopping overnight which will be our second District Beaver 
Sleepover.
The meeting ended with discussions about the St George's Day Parade, Lodge 
Leaders, and badge purchasing problems.

Explorer Scouting April 2017

Numbers in the District are stable but some Units are rather too small for comfort. It 
is quite hard to run a good balanced program if there are not enough members to 
make it viable. This is being further investigated.
In January 54 of the District Explorers plus leaders visited The Cube in Leeds to go 
Ice Skating. Some arrived in Leeds by train and others by bus. All had an enjoyable 
time which of course culminated in a visit to McDonalds for sustenance before the 
return trip.
Over half the Explorers have now completed Module A of the Young Leader Training 
program and hopefully the rest will be trained soon. 
I do need to be kept informed by GSL’s of all young people working as Young 
Leaders regardless of them being attached to an Explorer Unit or not
The next District event after St Georges Day and the Torch Race is our annual 
Forum / fun evening and BBQ at Reva in June.

Addingham

 Beavers currently at 17 with 4 joining after Easter so space for 4 – 6 as few of 
age on waiting list

 Cubs currently at 20 so could take more if young people from Ilkley waiting 
lists wish to travel to us.

 Scouts currently at 30 so not much room for more.
 Need to recruit more leaders
 Spring term devoted to indoor activities in main with work on badges and 

some visitors e.g. Village First Responders. 
 Scouts progressing with Space Plane – another successful trial balloon flight 

Sunday 2 April.
 Camps planned for summer term.

3rd Ben Rhydding  
Lowlights Highlights
Vandalism of 2 windows at Scout HQ
Further vandalism and break in requiring
complete deep clean of main hall and 
kitchen.

Concerted team effort on clean-up 
operation
Provided an opportunity to mend some 
bridges with local residents, and share 
plans for the future
Finally got rid of all the old cobwebs that 
have been hanging around for years

Looking for new Chair and Treasurer 
from Autumn

Leadership teams strengthened which 
has provided more stability.  (although 
still need bigger teams)
All sections offering exciting, challenging 



programmes.
 Sections as full as can be 

accommodated by the capacity of the 
building.

Burley 

Beavers - the colony is full and we have recruited 6 new leaders which means that 
we will be opening a 2nd colony after Easter. This will ease the waiting list and the 
leadership team are very excited about it.

Cubs - both Watson and Forster pack are full and we have attracted new leaders to 
both packs. Both packs have a full and varied programme with camps planned over 
the summer.

Scouts - another success story with 2 new leaders and 40 additional Scouts over the
past 3 months. 52 in total. The troop is split into 2 groups who meet on alternate 
weeks. Not ideal but when we have a new hut we will work on this.

Scouts are joining with Explorers for a week long camp in summer.

Explorers - growing steadily with 2 additional leaders and 17 members. All working 
towards D of E awards with some success this year.

Hut build appeal continues with 200k raised so half way to our goal. 

Otley Parish,

Beavers full and have completed various badges and activities including digital 
badge using the apple store in Leeds to facilitate, visited clip and climb as end of 
term activity

Cubs currently have space for a couple of youngsters, became dementia friends 
after a night learning about the condition, have learnt about personal water safety 
and carried out the traditional pancake cooking

Scouts continues to thrive becoming dementia friends, carried out midnight hike 
followed by sleep over 

In common with many groups the recruitment of leaders continues to be an issue, 
although we have managed to tap into Leeds University’s scout society and have 
recruited a couple of leaders from the wrong side of the Pennines whilst they study 

Otley Methodist 

Scouts - numbers continue to grow (particularly in last month) now at 24 Growth 
appears to be coming from female scouts (now 40%)



Two camps planned - one at Curly Hill in May and summer camp at the end of July 
near Ripon.

Cubs - numbers are now more manageable at 26 from a high of 32. Leadership 
remains an issue with 2 out of 4 leaders only able to attend irregularly

Beavers - numbers have grown from a low of 14 to 22 since Christmas. Low 
numbers due to a large cohort moving to Cubs. 

Otley Bridge 

Scouts have ~ 15/16 scouts and 3 leaders, they are planning a greenfield camp in 
the summer.  

Cubs have around 25 members, 4 leaders (1 new to the group, but with a lot of 
scouting experience) and 3 young leaders. They are going to Reva in may and are 
currently planning a summer camp in June or July. 

There are 15 Beavers, 1 to go to Cubs after Easter and a new one coming in. There 
are 2 uniformed leaders and 2 sectional assistants. Most Beavers moving up to Cubs
have achieved their chief scouts bronze award. In may they are going to Tesco to 
look at from farm to fork and plan to attend the district fun day and sleepover in June.
There are 2 new Beavers due to start after the summer.

We are planning a group sleepover in the Autumn, where each section will do their 
own activities but come together to eat, play a wide game and attend church 
parade. 

There is space in Beavers and scouts at present, cubs is pretty much full - but has 
space for the Beavers moving up. As a group we don't hold any waiting lists 
generally but are aware of the children in the church families who are approaching 
Beaver age and always make room for them. 


