
MINUTES  OF  THE  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING  OF  THE  WHARFEDALE  DISTRICT  SCOUT
COUNCIL HELD AT 19.45 ON TUESDAY 28 JUNE 2016 AT CURLY HILL ACTIVITY CENTRE   

1. The meeting, attended by the officers and 37 members, was opened by the Chairman Mike Roberts
who welcomed everybody  and  especially  Stephen  Butler,  Vice-Chairman of  Ilkley  Parish  Council  and
Jeanette Young Deputy County Commissioner. 
 
02.  Apologies were received from the three Wharfedale Girlguiding Commissioners and from 20 
members.

03.  The minutes of the 2015 AGM were proposed as accurate records by Tom Pickard seconded Pam
Newman and approved unanimously  

04. District Executive and Treasurer’s reports.  The report and accounts had been approved by the 
Executive Committee as Trustees on 17 May 2016 and subsequently put on the website and also 
circulated to groups. Printed copies are available from the Secretary on request. 

Mark Wood presenting his third annual report summarised the current year’s financial position. A 
detailed financial review of District Finances is contained within Section E of the Annual Report & 
Accounts - however the main points were as follows: 

The District suffered a small deficit of £1,585 in the year to March 31, 2016, compared with a surplus of 
£2,529 in 2015.  The deficit includes an allowance of £8,955 for boat and equipment depreciation at 
Reva.  Pre depreciation surplus remained healthy at £7,370.

Net current assets at 31 March, 2016 amounted to £59,025, thus satisfying the District’s funding 
requirements of one year’s net expenditure 

.Alan Pratt proposed, Angela Pickard seconded the endorsement of the Trustees’ reports. When put to 
the meeting this was supported with two abstentions. 

A vote of thanks to Mr Anthony Bradbury for the examination of the accounts was proposed by Tom 
Pickard seconded by David Hunt and endorsed by the meeting.

05 Mark Stageman as retiring DC presented us with his report for 2015-16 – this is attached. A 
headline point was that we had broken 1,000 by 28 in membership and county had reached 10,077. 

Alan Pratt as incoming DC thanked Mark and Sally for handing on the district in such a good shape. 
He was proposing appointment of two youth commissioners. Other targets

1) Getting Compass records accurate – tell him of deficiencies
2) More volunteers with adventurous activity permits
3) Provide appropriate awards for young and adult members

 06. Chairman Mike Roberts was then again nominated as District Chairman by Alan Pratt.

07. Election of officers
District Secretary:  Graham Peacock proposed by Mike Roberts seconded by David Hunt and District 
Treasurer:  Mark Wood, proposed by Mike Roberts seconded by Doug Lawson. Both the above were 
agreed by the meeting.

The names of the ex-officio members were noted by the meeting. Curly Hill Reservations 
Secretary/Representative Mike Roberts, Reva Cath Britton, Appointments Chair Richard Bleasdale, 
District Ex Scout Commissioner Pam Newman, SASU Manager Jeremy Ince. 



08. The following nominations by the District Commissioner of persons to serve on the District 
Executive Committee were confirmed.  

  
Peter Bennett Angela Pickard  Tom Pickard  

09. The following were proposed to serve on the District Executive Committee by Tom Pickard and 
seconded by Pam Newman and agreed by the meeting:  

Paul Cunningham    David Hunt     Christine Paterson   Corey Woodhouse   Matthew Phillips

Other posts (not subject to election) are filled as follows
District Badge Secretary Marilyn Jennings
District Appointments Secretaries Leaders: Alan Pratt & OHs: Peter Finlay

Andrew Walbank spoke at this juncture to say that all members of the Executive team deserved the 
thanks of the whole district membership.

10.  Anthony Bradbury was proposed as independent examiner by Mike Roberts, seconded by Peter 
Bennett and agreed nem con. 

11. Stephen Butler as Vice Chairman of IPC said that he was pleased to represent the Parish Council 
and that he had pleasant memories of his family members’ involvement in scouting and at Curly Hill. He
had looked at several badges of particular interest: World Challenge Award, Environmental Conservation 
Activity    & Community Impact Staged Activity Badge. In regard of this he challenged us to put this into practice 
during the coming year. In concluding he thanked us for the work of all the volunteers.

12. Jeanette Young Deputy County Commissioner said from the County viewpoint she welcomed 
the appointments of Alan and Dominic and the enthusiasm they were showing for their new jobs. They 
were showing the leadership qualities which will carry the district forward and support and inspire the 
leader team overall. County is appreciative what we have been doing and are doing and thanked us for 
all of this. 

13. Awards & certificates    
Alan and Mark presented Wood Badges to Carole Lidstone & Corey Woodhouse. Mark presented a 
Good Egg Award to Graham Gilberthorpe and that for Sally Harrison will be presented on a later 
occasion – these both for notable service in the district. Moving on to national awards Merit awards for 
Outstanding Service were presented to Jeremy Ince and Trevor Newman.
The Bar to the Silver Acorn Award for Continued Particularly Distinguished Service was presented to 
Peter Bennett.
Lastly the DC’s camp blanket originated by DC Gunner Maufe was passed on to Alan.

Mike then presented a token of thanks for the guidance and support over the last two years by Mark 
(for a Reva RYA course) and similarly to be passed to Sally (for outdoor gear) who assuming the DDC 
role in 2008. 

St George’s Day 2016 – Ilkley Christchurch had been judged to be the smartest in the procession and 
the trophy had been presented on the day.

This year’s Torch Race had been held in good weather. The Ilkley Explorers won the senior race and 
Otley Parish Church the original trophy - both were presented on the day.

Exceptional item: Menston Explorers sought agreement from the meeting to open an account with the 
Co-op Bank. Their application had been supported by the Exec for use by two out of three named 
authorised users. David Hunt proposed, Graham Gilberthorpe seconded and the meeting agreed to the 
opening of the account.
   



The meeting formally concluded at 20.45 with the Chairman recording his thanks to all the leaders.  

Japanese Jamboree. We were treated to a lively three handed presentation by Megan Barker, 
Rebecca Hyde and Catherine Boyle three of the five from Wharfedale who were selected to join the WY
unit which spent 21 days in Japan in August 2015. This covered their travel experiences including 
Tokyo, the bullet train, the vastness of the site, the experience of mixing on the sub camp with a 
number of nationalities and cultures, of the heat & humidity and the visit to Hiroshima as well as their 
later home hospitality in Nagoya.

Social Event. At the conclusion of the presentation we yet again enjoyed an excellent wine and cheese
buffet arranged by the Lionhearts Scout Active Support Unit.  

………………………………………….. Chairman      28 June 2017


