
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE WHARFEDALE DISTRICT SCOUT
COUNCIL HELD AT 19.45 ON WEDNESDAY 19 JUNE 2013 AT CURLY HILL ACTIVITY CENTRE

01. The meeting, attended by the officers and 34 members, was opened by the Chairman Mike Roberts
who welcomed everybody.
02.  Apologies were received and recorded from Heidi Beardsmore, Girlguiding Wharfedale, Mark
Stageman CC and from 27 members.

03.  The minutes of the 2012 AGM  were proposed as accurate records by Dominic Dobson, seconded
Sally Harrison and approved nem con.

04. District Executive and Treasurer’s reports.  The report and accounts had been approved by the
Executive Committee as Trustees on 6 June 2013 and subsequently put on the website and also
circulated to groups. Printed copies were made available at the AGM and on request.

John Forsyth presenting his second annual report summarised the current year’s financial position. A
detailed financial review of District Finances in contained within Section E of the Annual Report &
Accounts however the main points were as follows:

The main items of income and expenditure relate to the Curly Hill site. Bookings for the year were
healthy, so that total receipts from Curly Hill amounted to £15,622, an increase of £755. Meanwhile
expenditure to run and maintain the site amounted to £7,327, a reduction of £7,410.

At the end of the year net assets excluding property amounted to £32,839 compared with £22,943 at
the end of the previous year, representing an increase of £9,896. The increase in net assets largely
reflects the changes to income and expenditure for Curly Hill as mentioned above.

Ratification of the report and accounts was proposed by Andrew Walbank, seconded by Christine
Paterson and this was agreed nem con.

A vote of thanks to Mr Derek Milns for the examination of the accounts was proposed by the chairman
seconded by Robin Beaumont and this was endorsed by the meeting.

05. Mike Roberts was again the District Commissioner’s nomination for District Chairman, seconded by
Pam Newman and endorsed by the meeting.

06.  Election of officers
District Secretary:  Graham Peacock and District Treasurer:  John Forsyth, proposed by Mike Roberts
seconded by Andrew Walbank.  Both the above were agreed by the meeting.

The names of the ex-officio members were noted by the meeting. Curly Hill Andrew Walbank, Reva
Cath Britton, Appointments Chair Richard Bleasdale, District Ex Scout Commissioner Pam Newman,
SASU Manager Jeremy Ince.

07. The following nominations by the District Commissioner of persons to serve on the District
Executive Committee were confirmed.

Marie Storr Angela Pickard  Tom Pickard
Peter Bennett

08. The following were proposed to serve on the District Executive Committee by Mike Roberts and
seconded by Stan Burgess and agreed by the meeting:

Paul Cunningham David Hunt Christine Paterson



Other posts (not subject to election) are filled as follows
District Badge Secretary Marilyn Jennings
District Appointments Secretaries Liz Williams & Peter Finlay

09.  Derek Milne was proposed as independent examiner by Mike Robert, seconded by Pam Newman
and agreed nem con.

10. Roger Banister then reported on the year’s activities: The key points of which were
 Whilst there was no big local event Groups had run active programmes and provided

camping experiences for our young people.
 Roger gave his thanks and those of the County Commissioner to all leaders & instructors

who give their time week in and week out to help our youth members make the most of
their lives and have fun.

 A summary of the 2013 census results showed youth numbers were level but leader
numbers were up by 13 to 160. Nearly all sections are at capacity and if we are to
resume growth and eliminate our waiting list of 113 we need new sections and indeed
entirely new Groups.

 2nd Otley & Addingham have moved into new or greatly improved building, 1st Ben
Rhydding is actively pursuing rebuilding and Burley is looking at ways enlarging their
premises. Tribute was paid to the teams working behind the scenes to achieve these
significant improvements. County has employed a development worker to do similar
work in deprived parts of the city.

 We now have a full set of ADCs and nearly all the Groups now have a GSL. These are
key posts supporting those who run sections and thanks were given to those who have
done this work in the past and those who have taken up new roles.

 A good number of leaders have successfully completed training qualifications and are
noted below. To facilitate this we now have more members appointed as Training
Advisors to facilitate further internal training. Our appointments team has been
strengthened with a new Chairman, Richard Bleasdale.

  8 of our Explorers and 2 leaders are about to go to India with Himalayan Adventure
2013. They have been well supported in fundraising. Others are joining the County
BigBash weekend in June. Applications are due for the Japan Jamboree in 2015!

 The St George’s Day event in Otley celebrated also the centenary of 2nd Otley in a new
style and on a fine April day displayed Scouting well throughout the town.

 We have been successful in getting much local press publicity, most recently for James
Greenfield’s QS presentation.

 Roger pointed out that his 5 year term had run past quickly. He did not intend to seek an
extension due to family needs. However he would facilitate the changeover. He thanked
Sally, his deputy, and us all for support through the 5 exciting and enjoyable years.

11. Awards & certificates
A Wood badge was presented to: Emily Hale. Others now due to be presented were Emma Oates,
Rogan Ashton, Joanne Thomas, Ruth Davidson, Kathryn Jones, & Paul Howard.

Long service awards were then presented: Ian McDonnell, Alan Pratt & Mike Roberts 10 years, Audrey
Cunningham 25 years & Graham Peacock 50 years.
Others still due to be presented were:

Name Group Service Name Group Service
Ruth Davison OB 5
Simon Hayton Add 5 Fay Carver OP 10
Sarah Hargreaves OM 5



Robin Devereux OM 5 Susan Medley OB 15
Michael Stone 1BR 5 Richard Paterson OB 15
Tom Gomersall 1BR 5 John Paterson OB 15
Sarah Ramsden 1BR 5 Paul Jennings Add 15
Lisa Maughan Bur 5

For ‘specially distinguished service’ Paul Cunningham was presented with his Silver Acorn and
accompanying certificate.

St George’s Day 2013 – the trophy had been awarded to Otley Parish Church Group as judged by the
party on the base, was received by Mark Rothery.

 Menston won the Torch Race turnout inspection (this answers a query yesterday!)_ and 2nd Otley the
Scouts Torch race. Burley      Explorers won their race again.

The meeting formally concluded at 20.45 with the Chairman recording his thanks to the leaders who
work with young people every week and to the Curly Hill team.

13. Following the AGM we were given an illustrated talk by some of the Wharfedale participants in the
county Himalayan Adventure trip this summer.  Emily Hale, Danny Walley, Callum Denison-Smith and
Oliver Bumby described the arrangements for the trip and showed us how they had set out to raise the
funds to go on it.

At the conclusion of that we yet again enjoyed an excellent wine and cheese buffet arranged by the
Scout Active Support Unit.

………………………………………….. Chairman xx June 2014


